Evaluation of immunotherapy in the treatment of melanoma.
These data show that the extraordinary potency of the immune system can be harnessed to control or destroy melanoma. The proven impact has been limited for patients who have melanoma, but has been dramatic and lasting in selected groups. Recent improvements in understanding of immunology, including mechanisms regulating immune responses and methods of tumor cell escape, are already yielding improved clinical outcomes and potential avenues for extending benefits to more patients. Thus, although the full potential of this treatment modality has yet to be realized, the vanguard of the "treatment of tomorrow" has clearly arrived.